Three Minute Drill Campaign

Background: 
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On May 23, 2008, the Alberta government accepted 18 recommendations from the High-Intensity Residential Fires (HIRF) Working Group, created by the province to examine ways to reduce the incidence and impact of major residential fires. The working group included representatives from the Alberta government; municipal emergency services, including the Edmonton and Calgary fire departments; the Safety Codes Council; municipal officials and a fire protection engineer. 

One of the accepted recommendations was to increase public education efforts to give Albertans information to prevent fires. The Three Minute Drill campaign was designed to address this recommendation. 

Please visit: http://www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/1147.cfm  and
http://alberta.ca/acn/200805/235821630BD71-F8A8-A38D-F8681A2E81BFAC63.html
Launch dates: June 16 to July 13 & September 14 to October 11, 2009
Campaign Components:
· TV campaign via Global TV network: 

The following are the web-links to the 30-sec commercial
http://www.redtheagency.com/Fires/TV/FireTV-FinalCut.mov
 Or on you-tube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5DAwQSYiEQ
· Posters and postcards (available free of charge to all Fire Chiefs)
· Radio campaign
– ads will also run at various local radio stations across the province immediately after a significant fire, when people are more likely to hear and respond to the messages. 

· Website: www.3minutedrill.alberta.ca
Campaign Coordination: Alberta Municipal Affairs (Alberta Emergency Management Agency (AEMA), Public Safety Division (PSD) and Communications Branch)
Partners: Alberta fire/emergency services and safety organizations

Campaign Development Phases: 
Phase 1: Discovery and Research: 
PROVOKE, a research company conducted and completed in 2008 studies resulting in two reports to guide the campaign.
Research findings indicated:

· People already think they know everything they need to know about fire safety, the campaign must aim to break through that barrier.

· The public depends on their local fire services for fire safety information and advice.  

· The public and industry need to receive uncomplicated information at moments and points of relevance.

Please visit: http://www.aema.alberta.ca/775.cfm
Phase 2: Creative Development:
· A social marketing agency – RED The Agency – was chosen to develop the public education and awareness campaign on fire safety under the guidance of AEMA, PSD and an Advisory Committee as well as research findings from Phase 1 and other sources. 
· The campaign components developed around the theme --“a home fire can become life-threatening within 3 minutes, but it may take the fire department 7 minutes or more to arrive” -- include a 30-second commercial, radio station announcements and posters that are designed to create a sense of urgency and motivate the audience to visit a unique website created for the campaign under the address: www.3minutedrill.alberta.ca
· Campaign theme is based on the following research studies:

Three research studies spanning three decades have led to the idea that newer household furnishings (mostly made of synthetics) contribute to a shorter amount of time before  lethal conditions are reached during a house fire, as compared with older (say, 1970s) household furnishings (with more natural materials). 

Over three decades ago, a seminal research study (known as the Indiana Dunes investigation) was conducted in the US. This study conducted tests in actual homes with representative sizes and floor plans, utilized simulated furniture component mock-ups, actual furnishings and household items for fire sources, and tested actual smoke alarms sold in retail stores. That report concluded that smoke alarms of either photoelectric or ionization type generally provided the necessary escape time for different fire types and locations. These findings led to the accelerated use of smoke alarms in residential setting, which can be demonstrated by the fact that smoke alarms are now found in more than 90 per cent of residential structures in the USA and in Canada. However, materials used in this investigation were not characterized for their physical and chemical properties. 
A 2005 study conducted by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) showed the main difference with the previous Indiana Dunes investigation is that the calculated safe egress time was consistently shorter and the fire growth rates were faster. It was thought that synthetic materials currently found in homes tend to ignite and burn faster. The NIST study concluded that because fires could be more aggressive, the time needed to escape some types of home fires has been reduced from approximately 17 minutes to as little as three minutes in certain situations. 
Please visit: http://smokealarm.nist.gov/pdf_files/NIST_TN_1455-1_Feb2008.pdf (see page iii last paragraph and page xxv 3rd paragraph).

In early 2007, Underwriters Laboratories (UL) and the Fire Protection Research Foundation (FPRF) announced the completion of a joint study, which systematically investigated the characterization of smoke and how materials used in modern residential settings have changed the way fires behave in homes. The year-long Smoke Characterization Project studied 27 synthetic and natural materials and various combinations of materials now more commonly found in homes, using the latest scientific measurement equipment. 
The study concluded among other findings that:

1. Substantial changes have occurred in the typical household since the Indiana Dunes study. Residential settings are now larger, with more synthetics, and contain a wide variety of manufactured products that are driven by consumer demand. Synthetic materials are now the norm with regards to textiles, thermoplastic enclosures and engineered materials. In contrast, materials derived from natural processes, such as photosynthesis and metabolism, are less common on a percentage basis.
2. It is thought that synthetic materials currently found in the home tend to ignite and burn faster than materials used in the original study and this may be explained by analyzing the chemical structures of the synthetic and natural materials and investigating their modes of decomposition in a fire scenario. Accelerated decomposition is expected to result in faster growing fires and therefore an overall reduction of safe egress time.

Please visit: 

http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/research/SmokeCharacterization.pdf  (see page 17, bullets numbered 5, 10 and 15).
http://www.ul-asia.com/news_nl/2007-Issue22/page8.htm or

http://www.iafc.org/displayindustryarticle.cfm?articlenbr=33652
Since most fire victims die from smoke or toxic gases and not from burns, safety experts believe that the unacceptable fire death toll in homes could be greatly reduced if the public knew more about how fires burn and what’s in the smoke they create. The above three studies have contributed to a greater understanding of the way fires burn and the types of smoke they generate considering that most homes today have fewer natural materials in them and more synthetics than they did 20 years ago. 
Fire department response time to fire incidents: The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standard 1710 (Standard for the Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression Operations, Emergency Medical Operations, and Special Operations to the Public by Career Fire Departments - 2004) stipulates a seven minute response time target for the first unit to arrive at a fire incident. These seven minutes consists of:



90 second dispatch processing time


90 second station turnout time


240 second travel time (from station to emergency scene)


Total of 420 seconds or seven minutes.

Conclusion: The public education and awareness campaign focuses on the three minutes to untenable conditions within a home compared to seven or more minutes it may take the fire department to arrive on the fire scene. This time difference can mean the difference between life and death. This aspect is dramatized in the 30-second TV-video clip that will be aired across Alberta. It also heightens personal responsibility for fire safety in the public: in prevention of fires in the first place; detection of smoke and fire, with working smoke alarms, as a second line of defense; and evacuation to safety by having a well-rehearsed fire escape plan as the third and most important action. The website www.3minutedrill.alberta.ca contains easily understood life-saving fire safety information for the public to learn and act upon.

Phase 3: Implementation:
Broadcast Timelines: To be launched on June 16th to July 13th & September 14th to October 11th, 2009. Both the TV and radio campaign will follow these time lines. 
Role of Alberta Fire/Emergency Services during the implementation phase:
Community fire and emergency services are leaders in fire safety at the local level. The public they serve have come to expect fire safety information from their local fire/emergency services. This province-wide campaign that will reach many if not all Alberta homes can generate a lot of questions in the public’s mind. They may seek clarification, more safety information and assistance to learn fire safety. The campaign will run from June 16 to July 13 and Sept 14 - Oct 11th, 2009. The 30-second TV commercial is also posted on youtube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5DAwQSYiEQ in addition to the following link: 
http://www.redtheagency.com/Fires/TV/FireTV-FinalCut.mov
Fire departments are encouraged to place the links to the 30-second commercial on their websites.

The following resources are made available free of charge by the Alberta Emergency Management Agency to support fire/emergency services in their public awareness/education activities at the community level:

1. Posters and cards from the HIRF campaign: These will be distributed to fire departments from AEMA or can be ordered from the warehouse (see below)
2. Free fire safety pamphlets, booklets, etc., available from the warehouse through an Internet-based ordering system. Please visit: http://www.aema.alberta.ca/ps_fire_safety_publications.cfm
3. Fire Fact Sheets posted on the AEMA website at: 


http://www.aema.alberta.ca/pa_safety_fact_tip_sheets.cfm
4. Fire safety DVD and Video library. Please visit: 

http://employment.alberta.ca/1733.html
5. Sparky costumes and Hazard Houses. Please visit: 


http://www.aema.alberta.ca/723.cfm
6. On request radio broadcast of fire safety announcements whenever a significant fire happens in any Alberta community, to take advantage of a “teachable moment.” As Fire Chief you may wish to contact the AEMA at 1-866-618-2362 or email: aema@gov.ab.ca  (see details below):

On request radio broadcasts:

If there is a significant fire in your community and as the Fire Chief you believe the radio announcements should be run locally to educate the public, please consider the following criteria before you decide to call the AEMA:
A significant fire incident: 

· has caused a death or serious injury (e.g., third degree burns - extensive/life-threatening) 

· has caused significant property damage (totally burned out structure -- house, arena, store, building complex) 

· has resulted in partial damage to structure and also made habitation or business continuity impossible 

· has spread from one property to another very rapidly and with high intensity
· has involved a building under construction with exposed wood frame, combustibles, lack of good fire safety practices on site, etc 

· which in the opinion of the local fire chief needs a radio broadcast.
Note: Fires due to arson or fire setting are somewhat difficult to link to radio coverage as the investigation may take time to determine origin and cause. 

Posters and postcards
Four high quality posters and postcards have been produced in support of the above campaign. The four titles common to both posters and post cards are: BBQ, Arson, Smoke Alarm, Cooking.
These can be distributed to promote fire safety in your community and to encourage the public to visit the interactive website: www.3minutedrill.alberta.ca to learn more about fire safety. Each postcard has 10 fire safety tips printed overleaf. The posters and postcards can be ordered using the Internet based ordering system by visiting:

http://www.aema.alberta.ca/ps_fire_safety_publications.cfm
For further information on the Three Minute Drill Campaign: please call toll-free (310‑0000) 780-422-9000 or email: aema@gov.ab.ca [image: image1.png]
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