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Summit Background

The Alberta Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) Summit was inaugurated in 2008 as an opportunity for the AEMA’s partners to meet annually.  The Summit’s mandate was to review current events, share interoperable strategies, and develop networks to further the relationships needed for the successful operation of Alberta’s emergency management system.  


Summit Overview

The 2010 Summit was structured to maximize networking opportunities as the 2009 Summit’s feedback suggested.

Approximately 300 delegates from across Alberta participated in this year’s Summit.

Alberta’s emergency management system faces a paradox: the delegates often work in isolation due to the remoteness of rural locations across Alberta, yet must create seamless partnerships across the province when they face emergencies.  The Summit provides a hub in which these relationships merge, strengthen, and grow.

Day one of the Summit featured breakout sessions that focused on experiential speakers in the areas of health, training, regionalized information, and recovery programs.

Day two of the Summit focused on three keynotes in plenary sessions. The keynotes demonstrated the interoperability of systems on provincial, national, and international levels.


Feedback

Evaluation of the AEMA 2010 Summit provided the following information:

· Over 90 percent of the respondents rated their experience at this year’s Summit as great.

· 98 percent of the respondents said that the Summit was a very important yearly event for them as partners.

· The overwhelming majority of feedback indicated that the structure of breakout sessions on the first day and plenaries on the second was ideal for sharing information, to network, and to be exposed to new ideas and ways of doing things.

· Many of the comments compared the two summits, expressing the preference for the structure and logistics of the 2010 Summit.

· Some adjustment may be required in choosing the speakers for the breakout sessions, particularly in the area of health.  Respondents indicated they would like to ensure that the information they receive at these sessions is not repetitive.




Partner Meetings

The AEMA summits create an opportunity for partner meetings on the days before and after the summits. This is critical for maintaining partnerships. 
For the second year in a row, Disaster Social Services (DSS) has run its conference in conjunction with the AEMA Summit. The DSS is expressly committed to continuing this tradition. DSS has stressed that holding the partner meetings in this way not only saves costs, but it also uses its participants’ time effectively.

Alberta Health Services and four additional partners also held a large meeting. It is manifest that these entities value the opportunity to further their partnerships in these additional gatherings. 


Additional Comments

The 2010 Summit engaged a registration company (Conexsys) and an audiovisual company (Mediaco).  Continuing to use these professional services will allow the AEMA staff to concentrate on the development of resources for the Summit.

It is apparent that the Summit continues to be an exceptional tool that allows a direct approach to networking, educating, and training AEMA’s partners.  

Without a doubt it will be beneficial to continue enhancing and supporting the Summit in the light of the highly encouraging, positive outcomes of the last three years. Self-evidently, incorporating current mandates and opportunities will allow unlimited growth and development.
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